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Michelle Edwards. Presidenl
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1350 Eye StreeしNW、 Suite 560

Was竃血gton、 DC 20005

Via cm轟mCdwards@acics.o基g

Dear Ms. Edwards:

On February 1 5` 2020, USA Today pu掘shed the enclosed artide regarding the Accrediting

Council for Independent Colleges and SchooIs (ACICS or the agency) and its accreditation of

Reagan National University (RNU or the institution). The article includes infomation that

ACICS accredited RNU. which is alleged、 based on research conducted by the joumalists. to not

be operational∴【‘he article indicates that RNU iacks facuit)’and students and does not ha¥.e a

Physical presence. These allegations raise questiol義S aS to the e惟歎iveness ofthe agency‘s

evaluation and monitoring of its applicant and member institutions. As oftoday. thc ACICS

Website states that the RNU voluntarily withdrew its accreditation on Fcbr皿ry 8, 2020.

Howevcr, thc agerlCy’s member directory indicates that RNU is s軸accredited and there is no

indicaもion t韓at the i孤sti触io櫨vo晶確t蜜轟y w融drew.

The Sec「etary‘s 「ecognitio】1 0fan accred鉦ng agency如lests that the agency IS a re】iable autho証y

regarding the quality of education or training offered by the institutions or programs it accredits.

In light ofthe a=egations raised by USA Today. the Department needs additiona吊nfomation

abou=he agency’s ability to meet its accrediting responsibilities and its compliance with Federa重

regulations∴「hcrefore, I am requesting that ACICS provide a餌I and documented response to

me b)’March 25. 2020. per the procedu∫eS for the re¥′iew of agencies during the period of

recognition described in Section 602.33. ’rhis response must inciude:

・ thc agency‘s accrcditation actions on and significant correspondence to or from RNU, tO

include any accreditation decisions taken by AC【CS and any site visit or other reports to
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〇　〇血e ins証ution’s ap串c狐io重農婦r壷t轟租cc章e轟ation,やp重ic秘ion fも重renewa重or

accreditation, and sign甫cant correspondence to ACICS. to indude the no輔cation of

VOl皿la審′ Wi亡hdrawa上

. the agency‘s monitoring act諒ties of and signi揮cant correspondence related to those

activiliesしQ RNU. to indude an)’am膿al or othe「 「e呼鳴飲)m庇e i櫨stit職tiQn a調d a恥’

agenCy rCSpOnSe;

O a nanative response conceming the information included in the article and the agency‘s

compliance with Federal regulations in related areas; and

●　any Other infomation and/or d∝umentation to demonstrate compliance with the

Secretary‘s Criteria for Recognition. as 「elated lo this inquiry.
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The蝕alySl assigned to your agency is Ms. Elizabeth Daggett. Please send the infomation

requ鎧ted to her via email at e重izalbeth.daggett@ed.gov言fyou have any questions r捲arding this

letter,s content or requests, P]easらcontact Ms. Daggett by phone at 202-453-6190 or email.

Tha血you for your prompt response to the requests for infomation made in this letter.
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